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ASTIG'MATISM, a malformation of the
lens or cornea of the eye, in consequence of
which the individual does not see objects in
the same plane, although they may really be
so. The trouble is due to the fact that paral-
lel rays of light are bent unequally in dif-
ferent planes because the curvature of the
cornea or lens is not normal. If a person
suffering from astigmatism looks at black
lines radiating from a center, some of them
appear much brighter than others. This is
a reliable test. Astigmatism is a very com-
mon ailment, and is responsible for a number
of disorders, such as eye strain, headache,
nervous indigestion, etc. Any noticeable eye
defect should have the attention of an oculist.
Properly fitted glasses will remedy the
trouble.

AS'TOR, the name of a family of wealthy
business men, prominently identified with
New York real estate.

John Jacob Astor (1763-1848), founder
of the American line of Astors, emigrated to
New York from Germany in 1783. He made
a fortune in fur
trading, and was
one of the pioneers
of the West, found-
ing, in 1811, As-
toria, Ore., near the
mouth of the Col-
umbia River. This
settlement became
a central depot for
the fur trade be-
tween the Great
Lakes and the Pa-
cific. He subse-
quently engaged in JOHN
various specula-
tions, and died worth probably $30,000,000,
leaving $400,000 to found the Astor Library
in New York. His descendants are the
principal ground landlords of the city of
New York.

William Backhouse Astor (1792-1875),
son of John Jacob Astor, carried on the enor-
mous business interests of his father and is
said to have left $50,000,000. He added
$200,000 to his father's bequest for a public
library, besides many valuable books and
documents.

William Waldorf Astor (1848-1919),
grandson of William B. Astor, was elected
to the state assembly of New York in 1877,
and to the state senate in 1879. From 1882-

1885 he was minister plenipotentiary to Italy.
He inherited the greater part of the enormous
Astor estate in 1890, but ten years later he
took up his residence in England, becoming
a British subject. On January 1, 1916, he
was created Baron Astor of Hever Castle.
John Jacob Astor (1864-1912), son of
William Astor (1830-1892) and grandson of
William B. Astor, was notable for under-
taking many different lines of activity. He
was graduated from Harvard in 1888,
traveled extensively, invented several me-
chanical devices, including a marine turbine
engine, and saw active service in the Spanish-
American War. He died through the sinking
of the Titanic, in April, 1912, being one of
those who gave place to the women when the
life boats were launched. His young wife,
Madeline Force Astor, was among the res-
cued, and later in the year she gave birth to
a son who received the name of the founder
of the line.
[William] Vincent Astor (1891- ),
son of the late John Jacob Astor and his first
wife, and chief heir to the Astor estate, be-
came prominent in business, and in measures
for the public welfare. During the World
War, as a naval officer, he served in guarding
New York's important bridges and buildings
from possible enemy attacks.
ASTOE, LADY (1879- ), the first wom-
an to occupy a seat in the British Parlia-
ment. She is an American by birth, born
Nancy Witcher Langborne, in Virginia. She
is the wife of Viscount Astor, who is son of
Baron Astor (see above). Her election to
Parliament was in 1919. She has advocated
laws favorable to women, children and peace.
ASTO'RIA, ORE., the county seat of Clat-
sop County, 90 miles north-west of Portland,
on the Columbia Eiver, nine miles from its
mouth. The construction of a jetty has made
its harbor one of the largest on the coast.
There is a large export trade of lumber,
wheat, flour and other products. Salmon
fishing and canning are the most important
industries, and there are several lumber mills,
box factories, iron works and other establish-
ments. The city has a public library, a hos-
pital and Astor Park. There is also an old
fort, established in 1805 by Lewis and Clark
(see LEWIS AND C^ARK EXPEDITION). Many
beach and river resorts are near the city.
Astoria was the first settlement in the
Columbia Valley, used as a fur trading
station by John Jacob Astor in 1811. It was